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Lawyers Conference on 
Crime Control 


The President’s Remarks to the Members of the 
Conference. May 13, 1967 


Mr. Attorney General, Mr. Solicitor General, Mr. Mar- 
den, distinguished officials, ladies and gentlemen: 

I am sure that before this speech is over a good many 
of you will wish it had been no longer than the 
introduction. 

I have spent the first 5 days of this week surrounded 
by lawyers—and here I am voluntarily agreeing to make 
it 6. 

Eight members of my Cabinet were trained as lawyers. 
You notice I said trained. Two others—who are not 
lawyers themselves—have lawyers acting for them as 
under secretaries. So you have just about succeeded 
already in making an LL.B. necessary to work for LBJ. 

But the problem of any President requires skills that 
good lawyers generally have in abundance; that is: 


—the ability to analyze a problem objectively, 
—the ability to solve it fairly and expeditiously. 


Yet for all their skills, lawyers in Government have not 
escaped criticism either. Some people say that the lawyer 
is trained to react, and only to react to problems—not to 
create the new instruments for progress that our people 
need. Some feel the lawyer is temperamentally unable to 
say how something can be accomplished—that he too 
frequently is known to say, “You just can’t get there from 
here.” 

My experience with lawyers is otherwise. In dealing 
with civil rights problems, with transportation, with 
poverty, and with education, their legal insight and their 
foresight have been invaluable to me as President. Lawyers 
are today supplying a very important creative force to 
every sector of this Nation’s policy. I will be glad to testify 
to that in open court. 
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Public safety is an area of particular concern to your 
profession. 

Past and current presidents of the ABA have had a 
major part in improving the fairness of our courts and our 
correctional systems. Many among you contributed to 
bringing three really landmark programs into being during 
my first 3 years in the Presidency: 

-—First was the Criminal Justice Act providing lawyers 
to poor defendants in Federal courts, and giving 
them the right to competent, concerned counsel. 

—Second, the Legal Services Program, in the Office 
of Economic Opportunity. Through local bars you 
have provided the manpower and initiative for more 
than 200 community legal service agencies. They 
have helped the neediest among our people cope with 
wrongs that they just had to tolerate before. 

—Finally, the Bail Reform Act, a reform that exists 
today because of the partnership of understanding 
between the private bar and the Federal Government. 

Now you are considering another urgent proposal. I do 
want you to consider it and consider doing something 
about it—putting your shoulder to the wheel and helping 
us while we have time, helping us before it is too late: the 
Safe Streets and Crime Control Act, that I have sent for- 
ward to Congress earlier this year. 

We tried to design a flexible program that leaves ulti- 
mate responsibility where it belongs—in the local govern- 
ments—but that also provides the means and the impulse 
for reform. It provides an incentive for greater efficiency 
and for greater fairness: in the police force, in the court- 
room, in the jail, and in the reformatory. 

In great part this program is based on the conclusions 
of the National Crime Commission—for which I am 
deeply in your debt because several of your most distin- 
guished members took part in the deliberations of that 
commission. I hope you will help to explain the need for 
it and the reasons behind it, in your own communities 
when you return. 

I hope, too, that you will work to improve the criminal 
codes in your State—to make them more responsive to the 
real needs of criminal justice. 

Reducing crime is a matter of great urgency for the 
people of this Nation, and for your State, your city, your 
community, and in your own block. We must find better 











he 





MONDAY, MAY 22, 1967 


ways to secure their safety—to prevent crime, as well as 
to punish it—to preserve public order without denying 
private rights. 

Finding those ways will require cool heads and under- 
standing hearts. For 200 years that description has fitted 
the best American lawyers. I believe it still does—I know 
it still does. I believe that the country will benefit greatly 
from the work you have done here. 

I am very, very proud of my country and the contribu- 
tion that the members of the bar have made to it during 
the period I have tried to lead it. 

I was reading last night about some of the concerns 
the American people have. There are many concerns. 
There are many frustrations. There are many worries that 
we carry with us. Some have more than others. 

But uppermost in everyone’s mind is how we can have 
peace in the world. We Americans are not the only ones 
to make that decision. There are other people who partici- 
pate in it, too. We are just a small group of 200 million 
out of 3 billion. 

We cannot control the other fellow’s conduct as we have 
found so many times in our history. But we are trying 
to lead and by precept and example to do what we can to 
hasten the day when there will be peace throughout the 
world. 

If any of you lawyers or any of you thinkers or any of 
you with logical brains can contribute to it, we will wel- 
come it. We need any suggestion and any help that you 
can give. 

Next to peace, I guess the thing that is troubling our 
people more than anything else now is crime. I didn’t 
originate it. I am not responsible for it. I didn’t start it. 

There is not a great deal I can do about it. But I am 
doing everything I know to do. And I want to do more. 

If you have any ideas where the President can, with 
propriety, act where he hasn’t, I welcome those 
suggestions. 

I am very proud that some of the best legal minds in 
this Nation spent a lot of their vacation time voluntarily 
working for their country—some of them in the rice pad- 
dies of Vietnam, some of them in the slums of our cities, 
and some of them in the National Capital. 

You haven’t been slackers. You haven’t dodged your 
President’s requests. And you have always responded. 
I don’t have a great deal of difficulty finding men to be- 
come Federal judges or appellate judges. 

I suppose in due time I can even find one for the 
Supreme Court. 

It is not because there is more money in those hills, 
but it is because the great pride in your profession—the 
great opportunity you have to serve it and to help bring 
justice to the world. 

You don’t have to wait until you are tapped for a life- 
time job at a low salary that has overwork. You can take 
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all of that money you are making now—with good in- 
come—and serve your country, too: 


—-serve it by helping us find a way to peace in the 
world, 


—-serve it by leading your community, 

—-serve it by giving people the judgment, the balance, 
and the freedom from hysteria that they do need 
in times like this, 

—and serve it by setting an example—providing the 
leadership and initiative to help us solve this prob- 
lem of crime which has crept up on us and which is 
so monopolizing our attention these days. 


There is no one who can do more about those things 
than the lawyers of this Nation. There is no association 
which, I believe, has become or is becoming more socially 
conscious and more understanding of their obligations 
than the members of the bar. 

That is why I came over here today on a rather busy 
day—to tell you that your President is proud of you and 
that your Nation is better because of you. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m., in the Colonial Room 
at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington. 


National Labor Relations Board 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Arnold Ordman for Reappointment 
as General Counsel. May 15, 1967 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Arnold Ordman of Maryland for reappoint- 
ment as General Counsel of the National Labor Relations 
Board. Mr. Ordman’s current term expired May 13, 
1967. 

Born in Somersworth, N.H., in 1912, Mr. Ordman was 
a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Boston University and re- 
ceived the LL.B. degree from Harvard in 1936. He 
practiced law in Salem, Mass., before entering the U.S. 
Navy in 1942. During World War II he served as a signal 
officer aboard the U.S.S. New York. Mr. Ordman joined 
the National Labor Relations Board in 1946, serving in 
the General Counsel’s office in various capacities, includ- 
ing Supervisory Trial Attorney, until 1959. During this 
period, he wrote briefs and argued cases before every 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and prepared briefs in 
NLRB cases to go before the U.S. Supreme Court. From 
1959 to 1961, Mr. Ordman served as Trial Examiner and 
then became Chief Counsel to NLRB Chairman Frank 
W. McCulloch, and served in that capacity until his ap- 
pointment as General Counsel in 1963. 

Mr. Ordman is married and has two sons. He resides 
with his family in Wheaton, Md. 
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Long Island Rail Road Labor Dispute 


Announcement of Submission to the President of the 
Emergency Board Report. May 15, 1967 


A Presidential emergency board investigating a labor 
dispute on the Long Island Rail Road, submitted its re- 
port to the President on Friday, May 12, calling for two 
annual 5 percent general wage increases for the railroad’s 
trainmen and continued mediation and factfinding for 
other issues raised by the union representing this group 
of employees. 

The three-member board’s report covered issues of 
wages, holidays, vacations, health and welfare payments, 
overtime premiums, pay shift differential, a supplemental 
pension, and a cost of living escalator. 

The board, headed by George E. Reedy of Washing- 
ton, D.C., was established by the President on April 12, 
1967. Hearings were held in New York City for 8 days. 
The other members of the board were Roland Boyd of 
McKinney, Texas, and N. Thompson Powers of Wash- 
ington, D.C. Their recommendations were unanimous. 

The board did not issue specific recommendations for 
other employees in the dispute—electricians or machin- 
ists—but recommended that the parties mutually seek to 
adjust the wage structure so that the earnings of these 
employees will be more nearly comparable to those re- 
ceived by employees of like skills in the overall New York 
commuter area—employees of the Port Authority of New 
York and the New York Transit System. 

The parties to the dispute have 30 days in which to 
study the report and to negotiate a settlement. During 


this period the “no strike” period provided under the. 


Railway Labor Act must be maintained. 


New England Governors Conference 


Advance Text of the President’s Remarks at the 
Conference in Connecticut. May 15, 1967 


I can think of no more fitting place to talk about the 
problems and opportunities of self-government than New 
England. 

This is where it all began in America—the idea that 
free men should order their own affairs, that government 
should be their servant, not their master. 

From the Massachusetts Bay Colony—from the Con- 
stitutional Debates of 1787 to this day—New Englanders 
have wrestled with questions of liberty and order, of local 
autonomy and national needs. 

Those questions were just as meaningful for our great- 
grandfathers as they are for us today. Finding a way to 
preserve hometown democracy and still answer the con- 
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cerns of an expanding nation was just as important in 
1830 as it is now. 

Only the problems are different—so much greater in 
quantity, so much more complex in character. Certainly 
we need the advice of political scientists and technicians 
if we are to meet them; but we need more than that. 

We need the devoted and single-minded attention of 
those who have been elected to lead their people—the 
Governors, the State legislators, the mayors and city 
councils. 

We need, too, understanding and responsive Federal 
officials, who realize that neither Federal dollars nor 
Federal directives alone can meet the needs of our 
communities. 

And those needs are urgent: 

—31 million Americans still living in poverty. 

—millions of children still suffering from poor educa- 

tion and poorer diets. 

—great urban areas that are eyesores to look at and 

misery to inhabit. 

—air that is heavy with poisons, lakes and streams that 

are ruined by refuse. 

The Federal Government has acted to meet each of 
these needs, and this year we are asking Congress to give 
us still stronger tools—to make good on the promises we 
have made and the hopes we have aroused in the decade 
of the sixties. 

Much of what we are trying to do can only be done 
through your governments—through the States and cities. 
One look at the history of grants-in-aid shows what has 
happened. 

—in 1920, Federal grants-in-aid totaled only about 

$30 million. 

—this year they will reach $15 billion—500 times as 

much as then. 

How is this money being used? What are the problems 
we are encountering between Federal and State govern- 
ments in managing these vast sums? How do those prob- 
lems affect the children, the mothers and fathers, the 
homeowners and university students and older citizens we 
are trying to serve? 

We are not engaged in an abstract lesson in political 
science. We are trying to improve lives. We will not be 
graded on the neatness of our organizational charts— 
but on the health and happiness of our people. 

We cannot say, “These are State problems, and none 
of Washington’s business.” Or, ““The States cannot do this 
job; let the Federal Government do it.” We must find 
out what we must do together—and how we can do it 
most effectively. 

Governor Bryant has been traveling about the country 
seeking answers to those questions. He has had with him 
a team of officials who are versed in the Federal programs 
that bear on the problems of the States. They have al- 
ready visited 31 States—and they have learned a great 
deal. 
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Now they have come to that beautiful part of America 
where the first town meetings were held—where Amer- 
icans first learned to put government to work for them. 
I am glad that I have been invited to sit in with Governor 
Bryant and the leaders of New England during this meet- 
ing. I look forward to sharing ideas with them, and 
working with them to make the system that began here 
capable of meeting the problems of today’s America. 
NoTE: The conference was held at Bradley Field, near Windsor 
Locks, Conn. Attending were Governors John N. Dempsey of Con- 
necticut, Kenneth M. Curtis of Maine, John A. Volpe of Massachu- 
setts, John W. King of New Hampshire, John H. Chafee of Rhode 
Island, and Philip H. Hoff of Vermont, and Farris Bryant, Director 
of the Office of Emergency Planning and former Governor of Florida. 


The President met privately with the Governors and then partici- 
pated with them in a briefing for the press (see next item). 


New England Governors Conference 


Press Briefing by the President and the Governors of the 
New England States. May 15, 1967 


Governor Puitip H. Horr (Vermont). Good after- 
noon, ladies and gentlemen. 

We are greatly honored today, but before proceeding 
further, I was going to ask Governor Dempsey if he would 
say just a few words. 

GovERNOR JOHN N. Dempsey (Connecticut). Mr. 
President, fellow members of your Cabinet, fellow New 
England Governors, ladies and gentlemen: 

Mr. President, we are very honored that you came to 
visit us today. We are very grateful to you for the wonder- 
ful and continued cooperation that you have extended to 
all of the Governors all over the United States. 

As chairman of the Federal-State-local committee, I 
am very happy to be able to say that to you. But we are 
grateful to you, Mr. President, for coming here to Con- 
necticut on a bad day, a stormy day, a rainy day. You 
have kept your word to us that you would come and talk 
to us about our problems. 

So, Mr. President, from all the Governors and from all 
the people of our States, may we say thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts and may God bless you as you guide 
the peace-loving world in the days that lie ahead. 

Governor Horr. The procedure will be this: I will 
try in a very general fashion to cover those topics we dis- 
cussed during the course of the conference this afternoon. 
From time to time, any of the participants here are free 
and welcome, and I hope they will, to inject anything 
additional which they may feel is pertinent. 

Following that, there will be questions, although we 
would hope that you would confine them to the topics on 
the agenda. 

By way of preliminary remarks, may I say this: Over 
the period of the last year, at least, and particularly over 
the period of the last 6 months, a new dialogue has been 
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opened between our Federal partners, or our partners in 
the total Federal system in this country, that is, between 
the Federal Government and the States, and I think I can 
safely speak for all of my fellow New England Governors 
when I say that this has been one of the most encouraging 
and exciting things that we have seen since each of us 
became a Governor. It isn’t reflected simply in the visit 
of the President of the United States to this New England 
area today, although I think this visit in and of itself is 
indicative of the growing dialogue and of the President’s 
concern. 

The President is very determined that the States shall 
play an effective role in the total, overall governmental 
scheme of things in this country, and his presence certainly 
reflects that today. 

In addition, however, there have been a number of 
Cabinet officers here today, and with them it has been 
exciting to see their increased interest, concern, and in- 
novation in this total relationship. 


TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS; THE NEw HAVEN 
RAILROAD 


Going down to specific items on the agenda—and 
again I request that each of my fellow Governors and the 
President, if he sees fit, would inject or come into this 
at any time that they see fit—the first topic discussed was 
regional transportation problems. 

I think I can honestly say that this conference today, 
in terms of what came out of this, was, in itself, a suffi- 
cient demonstration of the value of this kind of meeting. 
Primarily, we discussed the question of the New Haven 
Railroad. It is a very difficult and thorny problem which 
I am sure Governor Dempsey perhaps can cover better 
than I can. 

Why don’t you do that, John? 

GoverNor Dempsey. Mr. President, we had a thor- 
ough and perhaps the best discussion on the transportation 
problem that affects New England, namely, the New 
Haven Railroad, that we have had in a long, long time. 

The President today, in talking with the New England 
Governors, permitted us to present to him and to his 
Cabinet a very frank discussion of the New Haven Rail- 
road. We talked about the effect that, of course, the 
discontinuance of this service would have, not only on 
New England but all over the United States. 

We reminded the members of the Cabinet, particularly 
those dealing with transportation, that on June 19th, 
Judge Anderson of the Federal Court will hear arguments 
on creditors and their request for liquidation. 

I was delighted, and we all were, by the grasp 
which President Johnson demonstrated in giving us his 
help on this problem, and particularly by his directive 
that immediate action be planned so that we all, by work- 
ing together, try to guarantee the continuation of our 
railroad service. 








744 


The President suggested to us and to his Cabinet that 
after hearing our description of the plight of the New 
Haven Railroad problem, that we all face, that a meeting 
be held in Washington with Department of Transporta- 
tion officials this week, Thursday, to plan an action pro- 
gram designed to keep the New Haven Railroad going 
until, hopefully, we can look forward to the Penn-Central 
merger. 

At this meeting, all of the New England States con- 
cerned—Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut (and 
I might say we are inviting officials from the State of 
New York to meet with the transportation people on 
Thursday )—this is the type of action we had hoped for. 

Mr. President, thank you for giving us this action today. 

Governor Horr. Thank you, Governor. 

Before proceeding further, I would like—and perhaps 
if they are in the room they can stand—to introduce 
Secretary Gardner, of Health, Education, and Welfare. 

Secretary Boyd, of the Department of Transportation. 

The Attorney General, Ramsey Clark. 

Acting Secretary of Commerce Trowbridge. 

At my immediate right is Farris Bryant, who is head 
of the Office of Emergency Planning, but, in fact, his 
real duty is to be the principal liaison between the Presi- 
dent and the executive branch of the Federal Government 
and the Governors. 

I think I can safely speak for all of the Governors, 
not simply of New England but of the country, in saying 
that the work he has done since he has occupied this 
position has been monumental. I think he can take a great 
deal of the credit for the growing and developing relation- 
ship that is going on at the present time. 

We covered other topics in this general area of trans- 
portation, including air, both east-west and other parts of 
it, and we also covered the need for roads, particularly 
an east-west road across the northern part of New 
England. 

I have nothing specifically to point to in any of 
these areas except that just establishing the context was 
important in and of itself. 

Governor JoHN H. Cuaree (Rhode Island). Going 
back to the New Haven Railroad one minute, the Presi- 
dent has instructed all the agencies that he can instruct 
in the Federal Government to give full speed to the con- 
sideration of all the problems involved in the New Haven, 
that is, the Penn-Central merger and the other mergers. 
I think that will be a big help to us, that we try to get 
this thing settled as soon as possible. 

One of our real problems has been that this thing has 
been in a limbo for so long. We are very grateful. 


Economic ProBLeMsS; TEXTILES AND OTHER IMPORTS 


Governor Horr. We then covered generally regional 
economic development, spending most of the time deal- 
ing with textile imports. 

John King, would you like to cover that? 
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GovERNoR JoHN W. Kinc (New Hampshire). Thank 
you. 

Mr. President, we want to thank you for a very 
profitable, businesslike and meaningful discussion in 
this field. We pointed out the problems in the various 
States, in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and in New 
Hampshire, where 13 percent of our people work in the 
textile industry. 

We have been assured by the Federal officials that 
they are working seriously in extending the import quota 
program that has been so successful in the cotton indus- 
tries, to the wool industries. We hope that they will also 
carry this over to the synthetic fiber industry. 

I was very pleased at the discussion that means a great 
deal to us in our State, and I know my fellow Governors 
who have large industries working in their States felt very 
comforted as a result of this discussion. 

GovERNoR JOHN A. VovpE (Massachusetts). I might 
add that in Massachusetts we have almost half of the 
total employment in textiles of New England. For us, it 
is a very serious problem. We have some of our communi- 
ties where 27 percent and as much as 46 percent in one 
community, where the people of those communities are 
all in textiles. 

With the increasing imports from abroad, we find 
ourselves now in a position where not only have some of 
our industries fled to the South, but we now find great 
competition coming from overseas. We are very heartened 
by the encouragement by the President and very hopeful 
that the Kennedy Round of negotiations, which will be 
concluding very shortly, will help us rather than hurt us. 

GovERNoR Cuar EE. In our State we have the heaviest 
percentage of any of the States in the textile industry, so 
this is of terrible concern to us. It isn’t competition from 
the South that bothers us now; it is these imports, not only 
in the cottons which, of course, we have some agreements 
on now, but in the woolens and the manmade fibers. 
Hopefully, something can be done on that. 

The President was encouraging to us, which is very 
satisfying, or hopefully satisfying, that something can be 
worked out. 

Governor Horr. We also covered some of the prob- 
lems involving dairy imports, problems involving shoes 
and their importation. 

Governor Curtis, do you want to say anything about 
that? 

GoveRNoR KENNETH M. Curtis (Maine). I just 
want to echo the problem which has been expressed by 
my fellow New England Governors concerning cotton 
and textile production and the problem of shoe imports 
in the State of Maine. This was discussed in the same 
context, that it is the import problem. 


Tue New ENGLAND REGIONAL CoMMISSION 


Governor Horr. We also covered the New England 
Regional Commission. This is an economic development 
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commission formed under the Economic Development 
Act. Governor Volpe is our State cochairman. The Fed- 
eral cochairman, John Linnehan, is here. Perhaps you 
will stand, John. 

This offers, I think, tremendous potential to the New 
England area. We are one of the first regions to be fully 
constituted under this particular act. I personally, and I 
think my fellow New England Governors share with me, 
have the feeling that this is something that will be heard 
from and heard from strongly in the future. 

Would you like to say anything more about that, John? 

GoveRNor Votre. No. Only that we are certainly the 
beneficiaries of a piece of legislation here that I think 
bodes to do as much for New England as a region, as an 
entity, as anything that has ever happened in our area. 

We hope to announce the appointment of an executive 
director very shortly. We have many problems to study. 
We feel we have great assets, but we have to find the 
ways and means of trying to be sure that we grow in those 
directions in which the growth is available, provided we 
can eliminate some of our problems. 

Governor Horr. Thank you, Governor Volpe. 

Governor King? 


OcEANOGRAPHY AND New ENGLAND 


Governor Kinc. We also discussed, even for a short 
time, the importance and interest of oceanography to all 
of the New England States. New Hampshire and Maine 
have a bipartisan commission at the present time, and 
we have been assured by the President of his continued 
interest. We have not been forgotten. 


HEALTH, EpuCATION, AND WELFARE 


Governor Horr. We then spent a fair amount of 
time dealing with the problems of health, education, and 
welfare, which fall under the aegis of Secretary Gardner. 

Governor Curtis, perhaps you would like to cover that 
area for us. 

Governor Curtis. Very briefly, one of the major 
items that we touched upon was, of course, this matter 
of water pollution control, which is one of the 20th cen- 
tury’s most vexing problems that we face. We did ask the 
President, within the confines of the public interest, to 
do all possible to try to restore funds for water pollution 
control. 

Another area that we spent a considerable time on was 
the area of comprehensive planning, particularly in areas 
of health. We did ask that the Comprehensive Planning 
and Development Act, Public Law 89-749, be funded as a 
start toward what we might hope to be the bloc grant 
concept in Federal grants-in-aid. 

I made the statement, disassociated, perhaps, from 
my other New England Governors, to the effect that I did 
not believe that the idea of tax-sharing was the answer 
to our problems; that I felt that the basic approach which 
held the most promise for the States was that of the bloc 
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grant concept. We did say that we hoped that if this was 
successful in the area of health, that it could then be 
extended to education and on to other Federal agencies. 

Governor Horr. I might add, for the purpose of your 
information, or perhaps information that you have al- 
ready, it is interesting to note that since 1963, that is over 
a span of 3 or 4 years, the amount of money going into 
health from the Federal Government has gone from $4 
billion a year to its existing level of $12 billion. In the 
field of education, it has gone from $4 billion to approx- 
imately the same figure, $12 billion. In our judgment, 
this is a notable achievement in anybody’s definition, and 
I simply point this out to you as a matter of information. 

I would also point out that Secretary Gardner has 
done, I think, rather a remarkable job in terms of de- 
centralizing the activities falling under his particular 
Department. We have a very strong office of Health, 
Education, and Welfare located for the regional New 
England area in Boston. They have unusually capable 
people. We have been able to establish very good rela- 
tionships and a very good dialogue. I think Secretary 
Gardner deserves a great deal of credit for it. 


FEDERAL-STATE PARTNERSHIP 


The last area we covered in a very broad fashion, be- 
cause time was running out. It was the total area involved 
in Federal coordination and the role of the Governor. 
I would again point out to you that the progress that has 
been made, particularly during the period of the last 
6 months, has been one of the most gratifying that all of 
us as Governors have seen. 

It certainly again shows the determination of the Presi- 
dent that the States shall be strong and that they shall 
play a vital role in the overall governmental scheme of 
things. This does not mean, incidentally, that all the 
problems have been solved. But we had a representative 
here from the Bureau of the Budget and he described 
in some detail some of the work they are doing to better 
coordinate the various Federal programs today, not only 
cutting down the numbers of them but moving more 
into the bloc grant areas. He covered also with us in 
some detail the attempts they are making to coordinate 
planning, which is increasingly a requirement in all Fed- 
eral programs, and to draw them more closely together 
so that a plan would qualify for a number of different 
departments or a number of different programs. 

All in all, I think all of us as New Englanders can be 
exceedingly proud of the progress that has been made 
under the leadership of the President over the period of 
the last number of years, and particularly over the period 
of the last 6 months. 

We will open it up to questions, but before doing so, 
Mr. President, if you would like to say anything we would 
be just delighted to hear you. 

Tue Present. Governor Hoff, our meeting today 
just confirms my belief that we can succeed in dealing 
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with the modern problems that confront our people in 
the 20th century only if the,Federal and State govern- 
ments are willing to work together with an exchange of 
ideas and information, and with the true spirit of real 
partnership. 

The key to this partnership is communication, the 
White House with the State Houses. This is one of dozens 
of meetings that I have had with Governors during the 
last 3 years. I think meetings such as this one in New 
England serve greatly to strengthen this link between the 
State and the Federal Governments. 

I have assured you, and I want to assure the people 
of New England, that Governor Bryant, who represents 
the Governors and sits in my Cabinet, will always have a 
strong voice in behalf of the States, and that voice will 
be heard. 

Governor Horr. Thank you 
President. 

Now we will open this to questions. 

Governor Kinc. Governor Hoff? 

Governor Horr. Governor King. 


very much, Mr. 


Tue RoLe oF AMBASSADOR BROWN 


Governor Kino. Mr. President, if you would talk 
- about Ambassador Brown, I think that was very 
important. 

THE PresweENT. One of the steps we have taken as a 
result of our meeting with the Governors heretofore was 
the Secretary of State has recalled Ambassador Winthrop 
Brown, who was born in 1907 in the State of Maine. He 
was educated in Connecticut at Yale University. He is 
presently the United States Ambassador to Korea, that 
nation of more than 40 million people which has made 
such rapid strides forward in development, with a growth 
this year in excess of 12 percent. He will return to Wash- 
ington to be the Special Assistant to the Secretary of 
State, with liaison with the State Houses of the Nation. 

Ambassador Brown will be the link between the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary of State and the respective Gov- 
ernors of the States in connection with all matters 
concerning our relations with other nations. 

Of course, he will be available to brief the Governors 
and their cabinets at any time upon their request. He 
will also be an enlightened voice in presenting their views 
in connection with imports and exports, in connection 
with the many problems they have in their States as 
related to other nations. 

Ambassador Brown will be leaving Korea shortly and 
taking up his duties in Washington. 


QUESTIONS 


Governor Horr. We will now open this conference 
to questions. We will confine this portion of the press 
conference to 10 minutes. We prefer that you ask your 
questions on the problems on the agenda. 
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URBAN RENEWAL 


Q. Mr. President, in your remarks to the Governors 
you listed four urgent needs, including urban areas that 
are eyesores to look at and miseries to inhabit. Locally, 
a $37,000 allocation for an $8 million project for Nor- 
wich was recently turned down by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

Do you feel that communities with a population of 
some 40,000 people should have representation in Wash- 
ington to keep city councils abreast of changing Federal 
requirements, or should Federal agencies which realize 
that from 6 months to a year go into the preparation of 
applications, place more emphasis on this facet of urban 
renewal? 

Governor Horr. That is the longest question we have 
heard in a long, long time. Would you just get up and 
paraphrase that question in your own language? 

Q. What I would like to know, sir, is should Federal 
agencies place more emphasis on the time value localities 
place on preparing applications? In Norwich they spent 
a year preparing an application and then it was turned 
down because of changing specifications from HUD. 
What is your feeling on that? Should HUD be more 
aware of the problems? 

Governor Horr. I would say by way of preliminary 
remarks, if I may, that, Mr. President, it would be almost 
impossible for him to be conversant with that type of a 
detailed question. With that preliminary remark, I would 
think it would be very difficult for anybody, as President 
of the United States, to know conversantly what has 
happened with an application with respect to a particular 
area without at least an opportunity to do something in 
the way of research on it. 

THE PresweENt. I would like to observe this: that 
HUD is now receiving applications from all over the 
Nation, from cities of varied sizes, from the very smallest 
to the very largest, from cities of 7,000 or 8,000 to cities 
the size of New York and Chicago. 

We are doing everything we can to minimize the prob- 
lems involved in those applications. We have had a good 
many complaints about the requirements, about the de- 
lays, and the various steps involved in the processing of 
them. I have talked to small mayors, and only last week 
the Mayor of Chicago came to Washington to discuss 
some of these problems. 

We want every city to present to us not just an applica- 
tion, but a statement of their views of the situation that 
confronts them, and give us any lead as to how we can, 
within the law, be helpful, cooperative, and supplement 
the work that they are doing. 

We have before the Congress numerous pieces of legis- 
lation, appropriations, that will be available to those cities 
to help correct blighted areas, to help in the poverty field, 
to help develop modern cities, to provide supplemental 
rent, to increase housing construction, and so on. 
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We believe the Congress will favorably act upon these 
measures, although on a very reduced scale from the re- 
quest made by the administration. 

In the light of the funds that are given us, we will act 
promptly on all applications and try to make every dollar 
as effective as possible. 


BRIDGE OVER LONG ISLAND SOUND 


Q. Mr. President (John Fast, WLA News, Hartford), 
under proposal at this time is a study linking a bridge to be 
built across Long Island Sound. Has your conference—I 
believe this question deals with transportation and eco- 
nomics—has your administration studied this proposal or 
has it circumnavigated it? 

Governor Dempsey. Mr. President, could I help you? 
I believe the bridge in question, sir, was a proposal that 
was submitted to the State of Connecticut several months 
ago by the State of New York. 

Upon receiving the report on this bridge that would 
connect these two States, Connecticut immediately turned 
over all of the reports to a committee. This committee is 
now working on it. Since the original report came to us 
from Governor Rockefeller, a change in location has been 
advocated. 

We are taking the very latest report from the State of 
New York and the same committee is now working with 
New York on this very report. Just as soon as we have any 
news on it, we will release it to you immediately. As a 
matter of fact, before the Connecticut General Assembly, 
as of today, is a bill which calls for money to be expended 
on this so-called report. 


AMBASSADOR BROWN 


Q. Mr. President, in the case of Ambassador Brown, 
you mentioned that he would be available to the State 
officials for discussions of export-import, and so forth. Will 
he also cover all facets of foreign policy, for example, 
Southeast Asia, and so forth, if called upon to do so? 

Tue Preswent. I am sorry. I had intended to say that 
he would be the liaison between the Secretary of State 
and the Governors in connection with all problems be- 
tween the States and the Federal Government and other 
nations; and that he would brief them when they desired it, 
upon request, in connection with all of our relations with 
other nations—Southeast Asia, the Kennedy Round, the 
deployment of troops from Europe, and so forth. 

Q. This is not just New England Governors? 

Tue Preswent. No. This is the 50 Governors, all 
Governors. 

Q. And not just economic affairs? 

Tue Presment. No. It has to do with everything that 
the Secretary of State could do with them. He will be his 
representative. The Secretary of State briefs them regu- 
larly and takes up questions like the Kennedy Round, 
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bringing home troops from Europe, forces in Southeast 
Asia, foreign aid, Alliance for Progress. 

Ambassador Brown will speak with the voice of the Sec- 
retary of State with all the Governors, and be available to 
the Governors of each State, each of the 50 States and the 
Territories, upon request, at any time. 


POSSIBLE CUTS IN FEDERAL FUNDS 


Q. Governor Hoff, or Mr. President, there have been 
some people, the State officials from New England, who 
have spoken out against. cuts made in the Federal pro- 
grams in the anticipated funds in what is being allocated 
now. 

I was wondering if the President would care to com- 
ment on perhaps the 89th Congress being too generous in 
the original passing of these programs, and what are the 
chances of the restoration of some of these funds. I am 
thinking in particular of the water pollution program. 

Tue Preswent. I would not anticipate what the Con- 
gress will do this year. We have submitted our budget. It 
is now being reviewed by the appropriate committees. In 
most instances they have not even passed the House com- 
mittee as of now. 

The President’s budget was submitted in January, and 
while some reductions were made last year in the Presi- 
dent’s budget items, there were also some increases in the 
field of health and education over and above what the 
President requested. 

I believe that the Congress will be prudent and will 
certainly not give the Executive all the money we ask in 
every field, as has been indicated by the action it has taken 
on rent supplements, Teacher Corps, and model cities. 

But I hope and pray that those reductions will not be 
too severe and that we may carry on a good program. We 
are very anxious to—to the extent the Congress will give 
us the funds. The quality of the membership in the Con- 
gress is very good. There is no section in the Nation that 
is better represented than the people of New England. I 
am grateful for the cooperation of their Congressmen and 
their Senators. I believe when the session ends I won’t 
get everything the President has asked for, and the Con- 
gress will not get everything as they would have it, but I 
think there will be a general area of agreement that will 
give us a good program for the coming year. 

Governor Horr. That concludes the press conference. 

I am aware that there are some of you who may have 
some questions you wish to pose to individual Governors. 
If so, I think to a man they would be prepared to talk 
to you at a mutually agreeable time and place. We thank 
you for coming. 

Mr. President, you have honored us and you have 
honored the New England States. Thank you very much. 
NoTE: The press briefing took place at 4:35 p.m., following the 
the Governors Conference, in the auditorium, National Guard 
Building, Bradley Field, Conn. 


As printed above, the briefing follows the text released by the 
White House Press Office. 
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United States Ambassador to Korea 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
William J. Porter. May 16, 1967 


President Johnson announced today his intention to 
nominate William J. Porter of Massachusetts, a Career 
Minister in the Foreign Service, to be Ambassador to 
Korea. Mr. Porter has served until recently as Deputy 
Ambassador at Saigon. 

He will succeed Winthrop G. Brown, also a Career 
Minister, who has been in Korea since August 1964. 
Ambassador Brown will become Special Assistant to the 
Secretary of State, with responsibility for liaison with the 
Governors of the various States. 

Born on September 1, 1914, at Staleybridge, England, 
Mr. Porter became an American citizen in 1936. In 1936 
and 1937 he served as private secretary to the American 
Minister at Budapest and joined the Foreign Service in 
the latter year. His early assignments included tours of 
duty at Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, and Jerusalem. 

In 1948 Mr. Porter became Principal Officer of the 
American Consulate at Nicosia, Cyprus. During 1950 and 
1951 he was detailed to the Voice of America in New 
York. Later assignments included tours in the Department 
of State as Greek Desk Officer and Director of North 
African Affairs, and in Morocco as Principal Officer at 
Rabat. 

Mr. Porter was named Consul General at Algiers in 
1961, and when Algeria became independent he became 
the first American Ambassador to that country. He served 
in that capacity until 1965 when he was appointed Deputy 
Ambassador, with the personal rank of Ambassador, in 
Vietnam. 

Ambassador Porter is married, and the couple have a 
daughter and a son, twins. 


NOTE: For the President’s announcement of Ambassador Winthrop 
G. Brown’s appointment as Special Assistant to the Secretary of 
State, see pages 746 and 747 of this issue. 


The Kennedy Round 


Statement by the President on Completion of Trade 
Negotiations in Geneva, Switzerland. May 16, 1967 


General agreement has been reached on all the major 
issues in the trade negotiations. The way is now clear for 
the conclusion of a final agreement covering billions of 
dollars’ worth of trade among more than 50 countries. 

Much hard work remains for the weeks ahead. The 
general understandings reached must be put into concrete 
form. Thousands of tariffs are involved. The final details 
must await the completion of this work—and final ap- 
proval given by governments. 
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I hope that the final action will meet the standards 
underlying the Trade Expansion Act of 1962: namely 
—to stimulate economic growth at home; 
—to strengthen economic relations with the free world; 
and 
—to reinforce our strength and vitality in the cause of 
freedom. 


Funds for Latin American 
Development 


Announcement of Submission to Congress of 
Amendment to 1968 Budget. May 17, 1967 


President Johnson today submitted to Congress a 1968 
budget amendment for $400 million, most of it for self- 
help loans to Latin America to implement the Declaration 
of American Presidents at the Punta del Este Conference 
last month. 

Of the proposed $400 million, $300 million would be 
for the U.S: contribution to the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank’s Fund for Special Operations, and $100 mil- 
lion for additional Alliance for Progress loans and grants. 

The proposed $300 million for the Inter-American 
Development Bank is for the first installment of the U.S. 
share of a $1.2 billion increase in the resources of the 
Fund for Special Operations recommended by the Bank’s 
Board of Governors last month. The Fund provides long- 
term, low-interest loans for economic and social develop- 
ment projects in support of the objectives of the Alliance 
for Progress. The increase voted by the Board of Gover- 
nors will permit the Bank to continue the operations of 
the Fund through 1971. 

To further the objectives agreed to at Punta del Este, 
the Inter-American Development Bank will use the ex- 
panded resources of the Fund to finance more agricultural 
and educational projects in Latin America, as well as to 
expand its financing of multinational projects, such as 
road and telecommunications networks. 

The $100 million request for the Alliance for Progress 
brings the total proposed for the Alliance in fiscal year 
1968 to $643 million. 

Ninety’million dollars of the new funds would be in the 
form of loans to finance priority projects in education and 
agriculture, the remaining $10 million for grants to help 
support multinational projects in science and technology. 

Loans in support of agricultural development will assist 
the Alliance countries to diversify crop production, reduc- 
ing their dependence on surplus commodities such as cof- 
fee and sugar; also to help finance agricultural credit, ir- 
rigation projects, and farm-to-market roads. 

Loans in the educational sector will supplement the self- 
help efforts of the Alliance countries to step up vocational 
and technical training and boost the production of text- 
books and other educational materials. 
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Water Pollution Control 
Advisory Board 


Announcement of Intention To Appoint Three New 
Members. May 17, 1967 


President Johnson announced today his intention to 
appoint three new members to the Water Pollution Con- 
trol Advisory Board effective July 1, 1967. 

The new members include: Edward P. Morgan, news 
commentator, American Broadcasting Company, Wash- 
ington, D.C.; Stephen E. Reynolds, State Water Engineer 
of New Mexico; and Roy T. Sessums, vice president, Free- 
port Sulphur Company, Freeport, La. 

The membership of this Board includes the Secretary 
of the Interior, who serves as Chairman; the Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare; and nine public mem- 
bers appointed by the President. The appointed members 
must be selected from State, interstate, and local govern- 
mental agencies, public and private interests concerned 
with water pollution prevention. 

The three men appointed by President Johnson will 
serve 3-year terms and be paid at the rate of $50 per day 
while participating in business of the Board. 

The new members will replace Raymond A. Haik of 
Minneapolis, Minn.; Gerald A. Jackson of Chicago, II; 
and Blucher A. Poole of Indianapolis, Ind., whose terms 
of 3 years are expiring June 30. 

The other members of the Board are John D. Parkhurst 
of California, Robert W. Patterson of Maine, Everett F. 
Zurn of Pennsylvania, Charles S. Houston of Vermont, 
Ed Munro of Seattle, Wash., Mrs. Haskell Rosenblum 
of the District of Columbia. 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
MAY 18, 1967 


THE Preswent. I don’t have anything. 
FORECAST FOR THE CITIES 


Q. Sir, some of us did want to chat with you for a spell. 
I think one thing that is on the minds of the public is the 
repeated threats or forecast of violence and other mani- 
festations of upset in the cities this summer over primarily 
racial problems and housing and things like that. 

What is your forecast and what can you do about it? 

Tue Preswent. Ihave had pleas from various officials 
who have had responsibility in this field. 

In addition, I have asked the staff people directly re- 
sponsible to me to maintain a constant, active interest 
in this situation. They have done so by going into San 
Francisco, New York, Chicago, Baltimore, District of 
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Columbia, and five other cities. They have spent their 
weekends there and have prepared reports. That has been 
taking place for the last several weeks. 

Acting upon the judgments I formed from those re- 
ports, I asked the appropriate committees in the Con- 
gress if they would respond to a request for a supplemental 
appropriation. 

Senator Pastore has assured me that he will work on it. 
He talked to other Senators about it and requested $75 
million immediate funds to provide employment, to super- 
vise recreation, light playgrounds, provide new jobs, swim- 
ming pools, hydrants, et cetera, in cooperation with the 
mayors and school board officials. 

Senator Pastore told me yesterday the Senate had been 
cooperative and he had been able to put it in the Senate 
subcommittee. He said it would be before the Senate. He 
said he hoped we would be able to hold it. 

We are now working on the House Members, hoping 
they will approve that request. If so, we will immediately 
get it to areas that need it. 


VIETNAM PACIFICATION PROGRAM 


Q. Mr. President, sir, can you tell us what your rea- 
soning was in the decision you made to place the pacifica- 
tion program in Vietnam under the command of General 
Westmoreland? 

Tue Presment. The spokesman and the top man the 
country has in Vietnam is Ambassador Bunker. We have 
had advice from the people out there, from people in 
Congress, and from some of my own staff, for many 
months. The question was raised as to how we could make 
everyone’s effort more efficient, get more for our effort, 
how we could get everything possible out of the Viet- 
namese and how we could improve our pacification 
program. 

We talked at length to the civilian officials and to Am- 
bassador Lodge, then asked Ambassador Bunker for his 
judgments. 

He made a survey and a study. He gave his recommen- 
dations. I would say the most compelling argument 
he made was that we had a problem of single chain of 
command, a direct line. He felt we could get more done 
in our pacification effort if he delegated to General West- 
moreland the responsibility of directing and working with 
the South Vietnamese in the pacification effort than the 
civilians could get. 

He thought this would be the most efficient, the most 
effective. 

General Westmoreland was not anxious to take it on. 
He was somewhat reserved about it. But he felt that it 
was the judgment of our top man—the judgment of Am- 
bassador Bunker, concurred in by Secretary Rusk, Secre- 
tary McNamara, Mr. Komer, Mr. Lodge, and Ambas- 
sador Locke. 

We thought we would give it a try. We believe that in 
that way we will get more efficient work in pacification 
from the South Vietnamese, themselves. 
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Tue BupGEetT 


Q. Mr. President, there have been a number of stories 
about what is happening to our budget, but none really 
from you. 

This seems to be related to what you told us about the 
decision you face on the possibility of more troops. Could 
you tell us where that whole situation stands? What are 
your estimates on budget? 

Tue Preswent. We don’t have any. We will just say 
without being critical of anyone—I want to tread very 
lightly now because I don’t want to touch any sensitive 
toes—that the stories I have read are without any basis 
in fact. 

Q. Out of Hot Springs? 

THE PresiweNT. Out of Hot Springs and over the 
whole period. I do not mean there will not be an increase 
or a decrease. It could very well be $5 billion extra in 
defense. But it is not anything like that now. No one sees 
anything like that at this time. 

The Government people have never used that figure, 
that I can find. I have explored it rather thoroughly, I 
assure you. So, I think that if you can just wait on it, we 
will have to see how these expenditures go and how our 
revenues go. 

We have a more accurate estimate on the revenues and 
we know that some of them are down, some of them are 
up. 

We are finalizing them now for the last year, based on 
the April 15 returns. But our estimates are less than 

1 percent off. They are pretty close on the nose. 

The expenditures, as of now, as nearly as we can tell are 
not going to be far off. Any month can change anything. 

The action of the Congress in one day can change it. 
But as of now, I see nothing that would indicate any 
deviation as large as 5 or 10 percent. I say: as of now, 
as of today. (May 18, 4:15 p.m.) 


VIETNAM OBJECTIVES 


Q. Mr. President, in the past there has been a great 
stress on limited objective in Vietnam. 

Now, many people seem to have the opinion that you 
have changed it. 

THe Present. I would agree with the first state- 
ment. 

Q. Has there been any change? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t know about the people in 
the second group. The answer is no. 


CONGRESSIONAL STATEMENT ON VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, 16 Senators and now a number of 
Members of the House have signed this letter to Ho Chi 
Minh saying that although they may object to some parts 
of your policy, they don’t want to interpret that as 
meaningful. They don’t want a unilateral withdrawal. 

How do you feel about this? Do you think it will clear 
the air as far as Ho Chi Minh is concerned? 
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Tue Preswwent. I don’t think I should comment on 
it. I think I will leave it where it is. You have read the 
letter, haven’t you? 

Q. Yes. 

Tue Present. I will just leave it where it is. 


Tue U.N. AND VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, have you planned anything with 
the U.N. on the Vietnam question? 

THE Present. I don’t want to foreclose it. I don’t 
have anything to announce on it now. It has been clear 
that we will welcome any constructive action that they 
could take or get our adversaries to take. But I just don’t 
know when action could come. 


POLLS ON THE PRESIDENT’S POPULARITY 


Q. Mr. President, the polls show you are becoming 
more popular again. What would you say the reasons are 
for this, if you believe the polls? 

THE PreswentT. Nothing. 


IMMINENCE OF WorLpD Wak III 


Q. Mr. President, U Thant says he is very much wor- 
ried about World War III breaking out in Asia and in an 
alleged interview with Chou En-lai is quoted as saying 
the Chinese are preparing for World War III. How close 
do you think we are to World War III? 

THE PreswenNtT. I don’t think it would serve any pur- 
pose to speculate about that. 

Q. I judge from that you don’t think we are very close? 

THE PRESENT. Same answer. 


Tax INCREASE PossIBILITY 


Q. Mr. President, the Commerce Department released 
some revised figures showing that the gross national prod- 
uct actually declined in the first quarter, there was an 
actual decline in output. Does this change your viewpoint 
on the possibility of a 6 percent surcharge or some in- 
creased tax later on this year? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 


PEACE DEMONSTRATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any comment on the 
peace demonstrations which have been going on outside 
for 2 days? 

Tue Presiwent. Yes. These people have communi- 
cated their views to the country and to the President on 
two occasions in the last 2 days. I assume that is the group 
you are talking about. Their views have been brought 
to me. We are aware of how they feel about it. I think 
generally they are aware of our feeling about it. 


REASSIGNMENT OF GENERAL WALT 


Q. Mr. President, does the relief of General Walt in- 
dicate dissatisfaction with the way some of the generals 
are running the war in Vietnam? 
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Tue Preswent. Certainly not. 

Is there any indication of that? 

Q. I don’t know. I am asking is that why he was 
relieved? 

Tue Preswent. No. 

Q. Can you tell us why he was relieved? 

Tue PresivenT. I think his tour was extended a year 
beyond its normal time. I would assume this was very much 
like General Taylor and Ambassador Lodge who were 
out there. This is not a permanent assignment, Carroll. 
He has been there a good while. 

My information was—several days ago—they asked 
for a change in his assignment on the grounds that he had 
been there and already had an extended tour. I don’t think 
I am wrong on that. You had better check with the De- 
fense people. 


CONCESSIONS TO SOUTHERN CONGRESSMEN 


Q. Mr. President, some Southern Congressmen say 
they are getting substantial concessions on the school bill, 
civil rights enforcement, in exchange for their votes, Is 
that sort of horse trading going on? 

Tue Present. What Southern Congressman said 
that? 

Q. I am sorry, sir. I have forgotten which one. 

Tue Preswent. Bring the Congressman’s statement 
to me and let me see it. I never heard of it. I don’t know 
anything about it. I doubt if a Congressman said it. I 
know it is not true. 


House AcTION ON RENT SUPPLEMENT BILL 


Q. Mr. President, would you comment on the action 
of the House yesterday on your rent supplement bill and 
what you think the future is for it? 

Tue Presipent. We regretted very much that the 
committee reduced the amount we requested for rent 
supplements. We had hoped the House would retain 
what the committee recommended. They did not see fit 
to do it. We think that is a program for the disadvan- 
taged and the poor that will help us provide housing that 
is very necessary. 

We hope the Senate will give more favorable con- 
sideration to it. When the Republicans take a party 
position on it and oppose housing for the poor and dis- 
advantaged, it is going to be very difficult to get it passed. 

There is our program for model cities. It passed by a few 
votes, but with great difficulty. I wish we could be more 
convincing to the Republican leadership in the House. I 
am glad that we were able to pass the model cities involv- 
ing more than $200 million. I regret that we lost the $10 
million item for rent supplements. 

I am pleased that the Senate acted upon the $75 million 
for the cities program this summer. I am grateful that they 
put in the Teachers Corps—even though for a very limited 
amount—in the Senate committee. The Teacher Corps 
and the $75 million for the summer received approval in 
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the Senate committee and the model cities survived in the 
House. 

We lost the $10 million on rent supplements. While this 
$10 million is not a great amount in the total, we regret 
very much to see it was stricken on the floor. We hope 
that Senate committee deliberations will restore it. 


Domestic LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 


Q. Mr. President, this all seems to add up to a kind 
of tougher fight all along the line on these domestic 
programs. 

THe Preswent. We are talking about four programs. 
We got three of them. We lost the $10 million out of a total 
budget of $175 billion. I wouldn’t say that is a very big 
loss, although we do think it ought to be restored. It will 
grow into more than that. I haven’t added up the appro- 
priations. I am very thankful that yesterday four of them 
were voted on. Three of them were approved and we lost 
$10 million. I hope that is not the final action of the Con- 
gress. I hope they will agree with the House committee or 
maybe the Senate committee will restore more than that. 
We can’t tell right now. 

You will just have to wait until the final bill is written. 
We don’t like to see these items put out. If we didn’t be- 
lieve in them, we wouldn’t have recommended them. We 
don’t always like everything Congress does, and I am sure 
the Congress doesn’t like a lot of things we do. You have 
to understand that this is their prerogative. 


VIETNAM SUPPORT AND DISSENT 


Q. Mr. President, the public opinion polls show that 
the support of the country for your Vietnam policy is at 
least substantial if not on the increase, yet Congressional 
dissent seems to be going on at a pretty steady level. Can 
you explain what seems to be a paradox? 

THe PresweENnt. This seems to be a Congressional 
problem, Peter. I don’t know how to explain it. I didn’t 
draw the conclusion that you drew. You may be right, and 
I may not be as well informed. I talked to Congress about 
it. 

For instance, on the draft, there were two votes against 
it, and on stopping the bombing, in the House there were 
18 votes against it. 

The other expression I have seen is the 16 in the letter 
saying, “Don’t be misled, North Vietnam.” 

I think during this period there are going to be a great 
many heartaches, some frustration, and certainly dissent. 
I think the first part of your statement is an accurate one. 
I believe all of us regret that we have to do what we are 
doing, but I think we would regret it more if we didn’t do 
what we are doing. 


On Becominc A GRANDFATHER 


Q. Mr. President, this may be a question better suited 
to the other side of the house, but I wonder if you might 
share with us some of your thoughts on becoming a 
grandfather? 
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THE Preswwent. I am very happy for Luci and Pat. 
I am very fond of little children. We just hope and pray 
that everything is all right and that the baby is a healthy 
one. Luci is very cheerful. 

Maybe I had better not go into any of my conversa- 
tions with Luci. I have learned you can’t even talk to a 
priest about them. 


NONPROLIFERATION TREATY 


Q. Mr. President, the Geneva talks on the nonpro- 
liferation treaty are getting started again now. How far 
apart or how close together are we and the Soviets on an 
agreement on that and what about the problems with our 
allies? 

THE Present. We are carrying on exchanges of 
views with all concerned—as we have been for many 
months. I don’t think that one can accurately predict 
what the outcome will be. I would prefer to wait until 
things jell a little more before speculating on what and 
when. 

I have, all along, very much hoped that after we got 
the tripartite talks out of the way, the consular treaty, the 
space treaty, and the Kennedy Round, that we could 
make some progress in the ABM and the nonproliferation 
field. 

I still have hopes in those fields. I am very grateful for 
the progress that has been made in space, in the consular, 
tripartite, and Kennedy Round. I would hope for equally 
good results in the other two, but I don’t know. I don’t 
want to paint a rosy picture only to have you remind me 
about it at the next meeting. I am hopeful. I see no in- 
surmountable barriers to the nonproliferation at this 
time, if that gives you a feel of it. 


RELATIONS WitH Rep CHINA 


Q. Mr. President, does the resumption of conversa- 
tions in Warsaw between Ambassador Gronouski and the 
Red Chinese Ambassador give you any hope that rela- 
tions that we have between ourselves and the Red Chinese 
will improve, the atmosphere will improve? 

THe Preswent. I know of nothing that would in- 
dicate any optimistic changes. Ambassador Gronouski re- 
ported to me at some length this morning—as I assume 
he did to you—about his work there. He is diligent and 
dedicated. We believe that he is doing a good job. 

I don’t think that we have the answer to the kind 
of relations with a good many other nations that we would 
like to have. We constantly work on them, try to improve 
them. There is our bridgebuilding, East-West trade. 

We were and are hopeful that someday it might lead to 
an improvement of relations and that someday it might 
make it possible for all of us to live with understanding 
and peace in the same world together. It hasn’t made that 
progress yet—either there or here. We still have a long 
way to go. 

The consular treaty was a close vote, as you know. 
There are some differences now about the ABM. There 
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is still a good bit of feeling about the nonproliferation 
agreement. We have to bridge some gaps several places 
yet, but we are working on them. 


Tue 1968 CAMPAIGN AND FuNDRAISING 


Q. Mr. President, there is a lot of betting going on as 
to whether you are going to run again. The Vice Presi- 
dent says you are. There are a lot of dinners coming up 
for raising funds. Are you going to run again? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t remember at just what press 
conference I answered that. 

Q. Last fall, in November. 

Tue PresiwenT. You will have to read that. I don’t 
want to get in conflict with what I said then. 

Q. You will cross that bridge when you come to it? 

Q. I don’t remember what you said then. 

THE PreswwENT. Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press 
International] can tell you. She remembers when it was. 

We try to go out, Helen, once a year to attend all din- 
ners. We try to make appearances before party leaders 
and party officials in several places to try to reduce the 
debt and get extra funds to carry the employees as far 
ahead as possible. 

The Committee has had a substantial deficit and still 
does, although it has come down from $3 million or $4 
million to a little over $1 million now. The Committee is 
hoping that we can have a good attendance in New York, 
Texas, maybe here in Washington—that hasn’t been de- 
cided—and California. We agreed to have a dinner in 
California last year. Some people paid for the dinner. The 
Committee got the money and they never got the dinner. 
We have planned for some time to return there. That is 
imminent now. We hope to do it sometime in the next few 
weeks. But we will try to sandwich them in where you can 
hear the speeches in one month and hear them repeated 
about three or four times. Then we will get away from 
those Jefferson- Jackson Day dinners. 

I expect most of them will be in the month of June. 
We want them that way so we can take the weekend. We 
are tentatively committed to either go myself or have some 
of the other leaders in the administration go to try to 
pay that debt off. Some of them are pressing us. A million 
dollars is a lot of money for the Democratic National 
Committee. 

Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you would permit an- 
other whack at that same question. Could you discuss 
the factors which would determine whether you will run 
again? 

Tue Present. No. 

Q. Ina general way—just the factors? 

THE PresweEnNtT. I have a lot of things to spend my 
time on now, Ray besides that. 


PACE OF THE WAR 


Q. Mr. President, the other side of that China ques- 
tion is: For some reason there seems to be an impression 
that things are getting a little more dangerous than they 








—_ — oe fH 





MONDAY, MAY 22, 1967 


have been in months past, that maybe things are headed 
for a much bigger collision, that things are getting out of 
control. 

Do you have the sense that the pace of the war or the 
nature of the people who are arrayed around it is very 
different from what it was 5 or 6 months ago? 

Tue Preswent. I believe that our objectives are the 
same and our determination is just as strong as it has ever 
been. 

I don’t see any great fluctuation in activity, opinion, or 
judgment. I have said that it is a very difficult thing that 
we are going through. It tests the patience and the under- 
standing of each of us. 

I hope that all of my countrymen and our friends in 
the world will recognize and realize what we are doing 
and why we are doing it. 

We believe it is in the best interests of freedom every- 
where. We have given our views on negotiation, on peace, 
and on related matters many, many times. 

I know of nothing to be gained by repeating them. But 
I think that you can see there is hardly anyone who feels 
that there ought to be unilateral withdrawal. I think that 
fewer feel that way today than yesterday—or the period 
behind us. 

Q. Sir, there seems to be in that same connection, at 
least from reading the reports, an intensification of the 
troops building up around the DMZ. 

Would you comment on that? 

Tue Preswent. I wouldn’t want to discuss that. I 
see the reports as you do. We don’t always know what 
the intentions of the other people are, We try to be pre- 
pared for them. 


Discussion WitH THE New ENGLAND GOVERNORS 


Q. Mr. President, at the meeting in Connecticut the 
other day, Governor Curtis said that he was not in favor 
of a tax-sharing plan and seemed to be in agreement with 
some form of bloc grants to the States. Was there a great 
deal of discussion with you on that subject of sharing 
Federal funds with the States? 

Tue Preswent. No. I think his reference was to what 
Mr. Gardner had done about consolidating some grants 
in his department. There was no discussion beyond that. 
It was one of the most constructive meetings I have 
attended. 

We listened to the problems the States have and talked 
about meetings that might find a solution to them. We 
didn’t solve any, but we had a better understanding after 
the meeting. 

No commitments were asked; none were given. No 
proposals were made—other than we would hear any sug- 
gestions the Governors had about things we could do 
that we were authorized to do. 
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The Governors and the Federal representatives were 
very happy at the outcome. 

Q. Do you intend to go to any more of these regional 
conferences of that kind? 

Tue Preswent. Yes. 


District or CoLUMBIA GOVERNMENT 


Q. Mr. President, have you abandoned your plans to 
ask Congress to reorganize the District Government? 

Tue Preswent. No. 

Q. Will you be submitting that soon, sir, shortly? 

THE Preswent. If I do, I will tell you. I don’t have 
any announcement to make now—if we had made an 
announcement. I don’t know whether we could abandon 
something we hadn’t launched. 

Q. I thought it had been mentioned in the State of 
the Union. 

Tue Preswent. We have been discussing with leaders 
in the District and with leaders in the Congress how we 
could make more efficient the services of the District 
Government. 

There are many varied opinions on it. Some suggestions 
have been made to the President, Mr. Pollak, the Budget, 
and the Commissioners. We have had them under con- 
sideration. There is quite a difference of opinion about 
whether we should have three commissioners or one com- 
missioner, whether you should have a central leader and 
a larger council, different things. We are now discussing 
it. No decision has been made. 

Tue Press. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s one hundred and first news conference 
was held in his office at the White House at 4:05 p.m. on Thursday, 
May 18, 1967. As printed above, the item follows the text released 
by the White House. 


Appalachian Regional Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Fred 
B. Burke as Alternate Federal Cochairman. 
May 19, 1967 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Fred B. Burke of Michigan as Alternate Fed- 
eral Cochairman, Appalachian Regional Commission. 

The Federal Cochairman of the Appalachian Regional 
Commission is Joe W. Fleming, who represents the Fed- 
eral Government on the 13-member Commission. The 
12 Appalachian State Governors are also members of the 
Commission and select from among their number a State 
Cochairman. 

Since June 1965, Mr. Burke has served as special as- 
sistant to the Federal Cochairman of the Commission, 


where he directed the Commission’s congressional rela- 
tions. 
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Mr. Burke formerly served as investigator on the U.S. 
Senate Antitrust and Monopoly Subcommittee, from 
November 1964 until June 1965. 

From 1959 to 1964, he was executive secretary to 
Senator Philip A. Hart of Michigan. 

Prior to that post, he served as administrative assistant 
to the Commissioner of Highways in the Michigan State 
Highway Department. 

A graduate of Syracuse University, Mr. Burke did 
graduate work at Yale University and attended the Uni- 
versity of Michigan Law School. 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award of the Citation to the Ist 
Squadron, 4th Cavalry, Ist Infantry Division, 
United States Army. May 19, 1967 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation to the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 1st Infantry 
Division, United States Army for extraordinary heroism 
in action against hostile forces during the period June 8— 
July 9, 1966, in Binh Long Province, Republic of Viet- 
nam. 

The victories by the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry in three 
significant engagements crippled a Viet Cong division 
and prevented it from accomplishing its objective of clos- 
ing National Highway 13 and over-running Binh Long 
Province during the monsoon season. 

The Citation follows: 


THE PresmeNTIAL Unir CiraTion (ARMY) FOR 
EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM TO THE IST SQUADRON, 
4TH Cava.ry, Ist INFANTRY DrvisION 


The 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 1st Infantry Division 
distinguished itself by extraordinary heroism in connec- 
tion with military operations against hostile forces in 
Binh Long Province, Republic of Vietnam during the 
period June to July 1966. On 8 June 1966, Troop A, 1st 
Squadron, 4th Cavalry was moving north along Highway 
13 to the vicinity of An Loc to conduct area reconnais- 
sance and offensive operations. The lead tank was hit 
by a command detonated mine which was the signal 
for three Viet Cong battalions to open a full-scale attack 
from both sides of the road. The three Viet Cong bat- 
talions occupied defensive fortifications and were heavily 
equipped with recoilless rifles, automatic weapons and a 
variety of small arms. Troop A immediately closed with 
the insurgent force in a fierce assault. Maneuver room was 
limited due to marshy terrain on either side of the highway. 
Continuous, multi-direction assaults were attempted by 
the desperate insurgent forces, but in each case they were 
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halted by accurate tank, automatic, and individual weap- 
ons fire. With an indomitable fighting spirit, continuous 
fire and movement was used to steadily close on the in- 
surgent force. The courageous fighting of the cavalrymen 
routed the Viet Cong from their emplacements. The gal- 
lant actions of Troop A in this six-hour battle was an 
eminent success. In addition, the armed helicopters of 
Troop D, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, the supporting ar- 
tillery, and Air Force fighter aircraft contributed im- 
measurably to the success of the battle by bringing devas- 
tating fire on the Viet Cong. The actions resulted in a 
count of 105 insurgents killed and a large number of 
Viet Cong weapons captured. On the morning of 30 
June 1966, Troops B and C were conducting armed re- 
connaissance north of An Loc on Highway 13, when they 
were struck by a Viet Cong regiment. The insurgent force 
poured a volume of mortar, recoilless rifle and automatic 
weapons fire into the column from the front and two sides. 
Fire was immediately returned by the Squadron, engag- 
ing the Viet Cong at point-blank range. The insurgents, 
concealed next to the road, made repeated attempts to 
overrun the Squadron by use of hand grenades at close 
range, pointblank firing, and fanatical assaults. Maneu- 
ver by the cavalrymen was again severely hampered by 
dense brush and marshy soil and they were forced to con- 
duct their fight from extremely vulnerable positions. Al- 
though four platoon leaders were killed or wounded in the 
first hour, the gallant stand of the cavalrymen resulted in 
total defeat of the hostile force, whose scattered survivors 
fled from the battlefield. On the morning of 9 July, the 
Squadron’s B, C, and D troops deployed southwest of An 
Loc to lure the insurgents into contact. The reinforced 
Viet Cong regiment, again covered in the heavy growth 
along the road, launched a powerful attack under the 
cover of intense mortar, small arms, automatic weapons, 
and grenades and .50 caliber machine gun fire. The in- 
tensity of the three-hour fight equaled the two earlier 
and longer engagements. The lack of proximate landing 
zones for the infantry delayed the planned reinforcement 
and required the Squadron to bear the entire force of the 
numerically superior insurgent force attack for two hours. 
The cavalrymen, with immediately responsive and con- 
tinuous support by air and artillery, heroically stood their 
ground and broke the Viet Cong attack. The determina- 
tion displayed by the Ist Squadron, 4th United States 
Cavalry during the three decisive battles of operation El 
Paso II resulted in significant victories. The Squadron’s 
indomitable courage resulted in 712 confirmed hostile 
dead, an estimated 850 additional killed, and large quan- 
tities of captured weapons and equipment. The conspic- 
uous gallantry and extraordinary heroism of the Ist 
Squadron, 4th Cavalry, 1st Infantry Division is in keeping 
with the finest traditions of the military service and re- 
flects great credit upon all who participated in these 
significant battles. 
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Desalting Plant in Southern 
‘alifornia 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing Bill Providing 
for Construction and Operation of the 
Plant. May 19, 1967 


Mr. Vice President, Members of the Cabinet, distin- 
guished Members of the Congress, ladies and gentle- 
men: 


For many centuries, men have been searching for 
ways to produce fresh water from our oceans. Three hun- 
dred and fifty years before the birth of Christ, the an- 
cient Greeks were struggling to try to solve that problem. 

Today, with the signing of this bill, here in the East 
Room of the White House, we take a step toward the end 
of that struggle that was begun so many years ago. Today 
we begin the greatest effort in man’s history to produce 
water and electric power from the sea. 

This bill makes possible a new desalting plant which 
will more than double the world’s total capacity for de- 
salting water. 

And in the process, it will lower considerably the cost 
of making fresh water from the sea. 

Two years ago, when speaking at an international 
meeting on desalting, I asked the Congress to authorize 
this plant for us: to make full use of today’s scientific 
knowledge and to produce, by 1970, 100 million gallons 
of fresh water per day. 

Two years ago that seemed to all of us a very ambitious 
goal. But this plant will produce not 100 million gallons, 
but 150 million gallons—50 percent more than we even 
dared to predict. 

Each hour, each day, it will produce more electric 
power than the Hoover Dam produces. 

This plant alone will not suddenly and overnight make 
our deserts bloom. But more than anything that we have 
done yet, it does point to the day when lands now dry and 
empty will sustain life and will feed the people of the 
world. 

In our own country, we know, I think, what hardship 
is caused when neighbors have to depend on a single river 
for their water supply, and when we must share those 
meager resources with each other. One single stream— 
the Colorado River—must now serve seven dry States, 
and must provide water in addition for many of our good 
neighbors in Mexico. 

For years, that stream has been the source of much too 
little water—and too many arguments. It has been the 
subject of quarrels, lawsuits, interstate compacts, inter- 
national treaties, and has affected elections from time to 
time. 

All of that worry, all of that effort, added not one new 
drop of water to that great stream. 


755 


This bill will help us change all of that. Mexico, the 
States of the West and the Southwest need more water, 
and they need that water now. 

This bill will help them get it. 

This bill, as you know, marks the beginning, not the 
end, of all of our efforts. 

Our sights are set on a whole family of desalting 
plants—to help not only our coastal communities, but 
our inland towns also, which are troubled by brackish 
water supplies. 

Some of these new plants will be powered by atomic 
energy. 

Others will be fired by coal, gas, or oil. 

Others—some day—may even get part of their energy 
from reconstituted waste products. 

Until we build those plants, we are going to continue 
to face very urgent water problems. 

With every tick of the clock, more people are being 
born into this world. As their need grows for food, cloth- 
ing, and industry, our water tables continue to drop. This 
venture—this venture that we are launching—must be 
the first of many ventures of this nature throughout the 
world. 

So many people deserve credit for this success this 
morning that I dare to mention not even one name. But 
I shall just have to refer to a few who have come in and 
out of our office in the months that have gone by. 

—Members of the Senate, like Senator Jackson, Sen- 
ator Anderson, Senator Kuchel, almost all the Members 
of that body. 

—Congressmen Craig Hosmer, Wayne Aspinall, Har- 
old Johnson, Richard Hanna, Ed Reinecke; my good 
friend Chet Holifield; my friends from the California del- 
egation, Bernie Sisk, and others. 

—Secretary Udall, and all the people in the Interior; 
Assistant Secretary DiLuzio. 

—TI don’t want to overlook the Mayor of Los Angeles 
because I made him come in and ante up a little extra 
when the going was a little hard. I guess he appropriated 
some of it to bring him here today. We are happy that 
he is at this ceremony to launch this experiment. 

—the Vice President and all public officials everywhere 
who have participated in that, and, more than that, are 
willing to enlist in the war ahead. 

We will outline plans as soon as that distinguished 
Californian, the Chairman of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, gets them ready for any other ventures that some 
of you want to take. 

Finally, I want the citizens and public officials of the 
Federal Government, and the State of California—and 
particularly Southern California—to know that we ap- 
preciate this partnership in this very special effort. 

To the Members of the House and Senate, the Gov- 
ernors of the States, we are all deeply in your debt. 
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This achievement is really a symbol of not only our 
partnership and our working together, but our power 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


to act together. Often there is too much talk and too little _in the fight that is ahead for all of us. 
action, What is needed for the future in this whole field Thank you very much. 


of water is the will and determination to act. 


I am very happy to sign this bill. I am very pleased that 
you could come here. 


White House press release. 


I am glad that all of you will witness it. As you witness 
it, and become a party to the fact, you will enlist with us 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. As printed above, this item follows the text of the 


As enacted, the bill, S. 270, is Public Law 90-18. 





AGRICULTURAL STABILIZATION AND 
CONSERVATION SERVICE 


The President’s Remarks to Committeemen and Field Representatives in the 
East Room at the White House. May 19, 1967 


Secretary Freeman, my fellow farmers, ladies and gentlemen: 


I am delighted to have this opportunity to speak to you today here 
in the East Room of the White House, as I look forward to speaking to 
you more in the months ahead in your own home areas. 

To America’s farmers, I think you, the leaders who have come here 
today, are really the voice of their government. 

Since you are the voice of their government, I want to give you a 
message to take back to them. 

I want you first of all to assure and tell our farmers that they have 
not been forgotten; that their President and their country know the debt 
that we owe to every farmer in this land; that we realize his skill and that 
we understand the contributions he is making to a better life for all the 
people of this world in which he lives. 

Thanks to the efficiency of the American farmer, the average Amer- 
ican—who 20 years ago spent 25 percent of his take-home pay for food— 
now has to spend not 25 percent, but only 18 percent. 

Thanks to the abundance of our farms, we help to feed 45 million 
Americans—nearly a quarter of our total American population—through 
school lunch, special milk, food stamp and other programs that are spon- 
sored by our Government. 

Thanks again to the American farmer, we are helping to feed the 
hungry people in other lands. Last year our American exports were 23 
percent of the total world’s agricultural trade. 

We were able to ship one-fifth of the wheat that we produced in this 
country to India, and two-fifths more to other nations. 

We fed literally hundreds of millions, and yet we suffered no short- 
age of bread. 

That is what the American farmer is doing for the people of his 
own country, and that is what the American farmer is doing for the world. 

But is he getting his share of our abundance? What is the world 
doing for him? 

He will probably tell you that he isn’t getting his share. If he 
does tell you that, he is right. 

The farmer knows that farm prices are going down—and that 
the prices he pays are going up. He knows his per capita income has 


gone up. But after it has gone up, it is still only two-thirds of that of 
the nonfarmer. 
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The American farmer knows we have not solved our farm prob- 
lems, any more than we have solved the problems of peace, or the prob- 
lems of the cities, or the problems of foreign policy, or the problems of 
our races. 

But the farmer—living with the implacable cycle of nature—has 
a long memory to reinforce his wisdom. He will recall that we have 
made progress. 

I see a difference of fashion today. I see a difference of hair-do. I 
see a difference of clothes. I see a difference of attitude. I can even 
suspect a difference of bank accounts from what it was when I came 
to Washington in 1931, 1932, and 1933. 

We have not solved these problems, but we have made progress. 
We have come a long way. We should always remember some of the 
things that are good. We know that no compliment gets so much atten- 
tion as a complaint. But we also know that gross farm income is 18 per- 
cent higher than it was in 1963, and 30 percent higher than it was in 
1960; 


—that net farm income is 30 percent over 1963; 
—that net income per farm is up 44 percent over 1963; 


—that the Food and Agriculture Act the Congress passed in 1965 
gave us the best farm program that this country has ever had. 
Congress gave us the 4-year program we requested. Now our job, 
my job and your job, the farmer’s job, is to make that program 
work, 


The figures show that the farmers are trying to make it work, make 
it work for them and make it work for our Nation. 

The surpluses in most of our commodities are already gone. We 
don’t hear many speeches these days about the storage problem and the 
high bills we are paying to store our surpluses. 

The market is freer than it has been in many long years. The world 
demand for food continues to grow. 

So I wish you would tell the American farmer that his Govern- 
ment wants his farm program to work. Let him know that this admin- 
istration is determined that he achieve the parity of income he deserves. 

But no President and no administration, working alone, can mash 
a button and bring it about overnight. 

We can move forward, we can progress, we can be determined, we 
can be dedicated, we can be sincere, and ultimately we can get results. 

There are many more things that unite us than divide us. But there 
are always people who want to provoke a fight. Our problem is to pre- 
vent one and to try to unite the constructive thinking people until we 
achieve the goal that we are determined to achieve. 

I want you to tell the American farmer, as we will tell him, too, 
that his help and his understanding are needed because his efficiency 
and his marketing skill can make a great deal of difference in how 
quickly we can get his farm income boosted. 

I believe in the final analysis, at the end of the day, when all the 
arguments are over and all the political sounds have died down, you 
can count on the American farmer to understand. 

It was Adam Smith who said two centuries ago, “The man who 
ploughs the ground . . . is seldom defective in . . . judgment and 
discretion.” 
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My own experience has led me to put great trust in the farmer’s 
judgment. The farmer who sits on his tractor all day, or in his saddle 
all night, or works quietly with his hands, has, during all those times, a 
lot of time to think. 

Generally, if some politician doesn’t mislead him, he thinks straight, 
and he thinks right. 

I think the farmer will understand that his Government and his 
President cannot do this job alone. 


And neither can the farmer do it alone. 
But working together, we can do it—and we will do it. 


I cannot pass judgment for all of you or for all the farmers of this 
land, but I have not the slightest doubt when the history of our time is 
written, when a survey is made of our advancements and our adventures, 
the historian will conclude that there was never a period when the Amer- 
ican Congress, when the American President, when the American Vice 
President, the American Secretary of Agriculture, and the American 
farmer himself made a greater advancement for his cause, for his fam- 
ily, for educating his children, for improving their health, and for con- 
serving his assets, than the period we are now entering. 

Your leaders in this Government know something about the farmer. 
They are dedicated to his interest. They are going to insist that he get 
fair and just treatment. 


We know that in return he will understand that his progress has been 
due not just to the Government’s efforts, but it can come only if he joins 
with that Government shoulder to shoulder in meeting the problems they 
must face together—like increasing their exports, like improving their 
production, like getting rid of their surpluses, like spending their time 
on constructive adventures instead of rehashing the misfortunes and the 
complaints of the past. 

As you leave the White House today, I think you can leave it with 
assurance that there never was a time when there was more interest in 
your problems than there is now, and more determination to do something 
about them. If we can, we will. If we can’t, it won’t be because it is a 
mistake of the heart. It will be because it is a mistake of the head, and 
we don’t want that to happen. 

I remember one time a great friend of the farmer, who served here 
50 years, went back to one of his friends of his early career. They talked 
until after midnight and the old farmer wanted to continue to talk. Mr. 
Rayburn said to him, “No, I have seven speeches tomorrow. I just have 
to go to bed.” He said, “I am sorry, because I would just like to talk to 
you all night long.” He was hungry to talk to a man who understood his 
problems. 

“T would like to talk to you all night long.” He said, “Mr. Sam, if we 
farmers are not your friends, it is just because we ain’t got sense enough.” 

Remembering that expression from the soil, I want to say to you 
leaders of the American farmer: If your President, if your Vice President, 
and if your Secretary of Agriculture are not the farmers’ friends, it is just 
because we haven’t sense enough. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the East Room at the White House. 
As printed above, the item follows the text of the White House press release. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as 
formal White House press releases during the period 
covered by this issue. Appointments requiring Senate 
approval are not included since they appear in the list 
of nominations submitted to the Senate, below. 


May 16 


The President has accepted the retirement of J. Gregory 
Bruce as Judge of the Tax Court of the United States, 
to be effective at the close of business on May 31, 1967. 

The President has accepted the resignation of William 
P. Snow as U.S, Ambassador to Paraguay, to be effective 
upon a date to be-determined. 

The President has accepted the retirement from regular 
active service of Judge Walter Bruchhausen, U.S, District 
Court of the Eastern District of New York, to be effective 
May 20. 

President Johnson met with the President’s Science 
Advisory Committee and named as new members Dr. 
Michael Ference, Jr., Dr. Lewis Thomas, and Dr. F. H. 
Westheimer. 


May 17 


President Johnson met with the president and the 


Committee on Judicial Selections of the American Bar 
Association. 
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Vice Prime Minister Willy de Clercq of Belgium met 
with the President for a general exchange of views. 


The President met with a group of State and local 
education leaders attending a 2-day conference in Wash- 
ington sponsored by the Office of Education, 

President Johnson, Mrs. John F. Kennedy, and Miss 
Caroline Kennedy will participate in ceremonies for the 
launching of the aircraft carrier U.S.S. John F, Kennedy 
in Newport News, Va., on May 27. 


May 18 


The President met with Miss U.S.A., Mary Remenyi 
of California, and Senator Thomas Kuchel. 

President Johnson met with John Gronouski, U.S. 
Ambassador to Poland. 


Harold Barefoot Sanders, Jr., will join the President’s 
staff as Legislative Counsel. 


May 19 
Jorge Frei, son of President Frei of Chile, who is visit- 
ing the United States in connection with Operation 
Amigo, called on President Johnson at the White House. 
President Johnson spoke to members of the Council 


for Latin America, headed by David Rockefeller, at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel. 


The President announced his intention to nominate 
Walter Dunbar to be a member of the Board of Parole. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE? 


Submitted May 16, 1967 

ARNOLD OrDMAN, of Maryland, to be General 
Counsel of the National Labor Relations 
Board for a term of 4 years (reappoint- 
ment). 

WILLIAM J. Porter, of Massachusetts, a For- 
eign Service Officer of the Class of Career 
Minister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States 
of America to the Republic of Korea. 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved May 12, 1967 

TER. Gea ttnccnccesans Public Law 90-17 
River Basin Monetary Authorization Act 

of 1967. 


Approved May 19, 1967 

GD. Bi cncndncscnncsnesan Public Law 90-18 
An Act to provide for the participation of 
the Department of the Interior in the 
construction and operation of a large pro- 
totype desalting plant, and for other 
purposes. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 


during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released May 13, 1967 


Remarks of the President to members of the 
Lawyers Conference on Crime Control 
(advance text). 


Released May 15, 1967 


Biography of Arnold Ordman. 


Biography of Ambassador Winthrop Gilman 
Brown. 


Released May 17, 1967 


Biography of Stephen Reynolds. 
Biography of Roy T. Sessums. 
Biography of Edward P. Morgan. 


Released May 18, 1967 
Biography of Harold Barefoot Sanders, Jr. 


Released May 19, 1967 


Remarks of the President upon signing bill 
providing for a desalting plant in Southern 
California (advance text). 

The President’s remarks before the Agricul- 
tural Stabilization and Conservation Serv- 
ice (advance text). 
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